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BRIDGE TO COLLEGE
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Laurette R. St. George-Sorel, left, an adjunct professor at Holyoke
to students in the Bridge to College program at the Palmer Public
Learning. The students, from left, are Cynthia D. LaBombard, of Ware,

Heather M. Allen, of Ware, and Tammy L. LaValley, of Ware.

Program offers college gateway

Top Floor Learning wants students to move beyond

passing the GED test.

By NANCY H. GONTER

ngonter@repub.com

PALMER - It has always

been Cindy D. LaBombard’s.

dream to go to college and
now she has realized it.
LaBombard, of Ware, has
raised her children and done
office work full time. Now, she
is taking English 101, a Hol-

yoke Community College
class being taught through
Top Floor Learning’s Bridge
to College program.

“I wanted to go to college all
my life and this is my opportu-
nity,” LaBombard said. She
will turn 63 in August and said
during a break in a recent
class, “This is my opportunity
to get my education and im-

prove my writing.”

LaBombard plans to attend
Holyoke Community to be-
come certified in medical bill-
ing and coding as well as to
obtain an associate’s degree in
writing or history.

The Bridge to College pro-
gram, started in September,
began with the realization that
people who got their GED
needed to move on to get col-
lege education so they can be
financially independent, said
Margaret A. Boyko, chief ex-
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Community College, teaches English 101
Library in the offices of Top Floor
Benjamin S. Lukas, of Sturbridge,

ecutive officer of Top Floor
Learning, an adult education
center based at the Palmer
Public Library.

Fifteen people started the
program in the fall, learning
about study skills, time man-
agement and self-advocacy,
and at the end of the semester
nine were placed into the Eng-
lish class, she said.

“This is a very important
achievement for all con-
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