cfforts in literacy make Massachusetts a great place to live and learn.
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L to R : Kathy Hughes, Marietta Sbraccia, Kathleen Klose, Sidney
Storey, Kathleen Pastore, Linda Saris, Candace Cross, Chris
Kane, Marsha Gaudette. Seated: Stephanie 5. Lo, Regional

2009 Literacy Champion Megan Lambert at work in The Eric Carle Museum
of Picture Book Art Museum's library.
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Massachusetts Literacy Foundation & Verizon in partnership are proud to announce the 2009 Massachusetts Literacy Champions

Candace Lee Cross
Wheeler Memoriel Library
Children’s Librarian, Oronge
To oy of the 7,800 people Iving in Oronge, Massochusetts, the
fvely, vibront chidren’s room ot the Whesler Memaricl Library s,
simply, “Condy’s Room.”™ But Condace Cross” vision is much greater
thon thet. It & o “gathering place, o hub of leaming, for young ond
#d obke.” Under het leadership, the ibrory has become, os o
neighbor suys, “the dosest thing Orange has to o community center.”
Whethet she is keading o hnchtime reading dub in the elementory
schocl, reating 0 teen droprn center of the Bbrary, or odvocating for
foir woges for bbeory employess, Condoce Cross thoughtfully
rrovotes ond imigorotes the definfion of Bbrorian, engaging in
*dady batries with outdated imoges” — end winning.

Megan Lambert

The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art

Instructor, Children's Literature Programs, Amherst
Megon Lomben’s story should be told in pictures. As the Instructor of
(hidren's Literoture Progroms ot The Eric Corle Museum of Picture
Book A, in Amherst, Massachusetts, Lombert's job i to help chitdren
see books o5 *sourtes of plesure, informafion ond exctement* "My
work,” says Lombedt, *Is devated not to teoching chidren how o
read, but to teaching children o love of reading.” To achieve this goal,
she developed two cumicula, The Whole Book Approoch and the Book
n Hond model, which has besn shored nafionally with thousonds of
teachers, kbrorians, ond students. Intensely committed to *providing
multiple entrypaints to books,” Lombert hos found multiple
entrponts of her own — teaching collegerdevel children's Berature
tourses; wrifing orfickes ond reviews; ond senving on nafionafly
recognized committees, in oddition fo her work ot The Core. Though
Megon Lombert inspires fomilies with the “power ond potential of the
picture bock,” it is her own power ond potential that we'll oll be
keeping our eyes on.

Kathleen Klose

Immigrant Learning Center

ESOL Instructor & Program Coordinator, Malden

The mission of Malden's Immigront Learning Center is grving the gift
of longuoge.” But Kathleen Kluse, o teacher ot the school for over o
deeode, gives her students so much more thon that. Through her
innovative Englsh language progroms, many of which rely en
performance, theater, ond improvisation, she reothes out to odult

leomers of ol leveks. A playwright herself, Klose helps students oegte
performances that ore gifts of understonding from the students to the
community, “presenting to the pubbc on inside view of the
hardworking bves of immigronts.” “Kothleen is my fist eocher in
ife,” says one of her students. "My He is so much better now...|
thank her for believing in me, helping me leam English and making
y dreoms come true." Thase ore the gifts that keep on giving.

Chris Kane

South Boston Neighborhood House

Director, Early Books Progrom, South Boston

When Chris Kane gave up her corporate corer to run o fomily fterocy
progrom in South Boston, where she wos bom ond rosed, she
brought more then her passion. She s o “wreative force,” say her
coworkers, ahways bringing o “new perspective ond an innovafive
mind." She developed o fomify<entered *Forly Books” program, ond
when other agendes needed support for their kterocy progroms, she
developed “Eorly Books To Go,” ond took her show on the rood. The
rewords for this work ore sweet, but perhaps none are sweeter than
0 letter, written in o chidish hand, which soys, “Deor Chis. My
brothers sister ond | koved the books it was Fun | con't woit uni the
next fomily Fun night. | love when you reod stories to us.*

Marietta Sbhracin

Combridge Public Schools

Teocher/Statf Developer, Early Childhood Connections
Combridge Community Partnerships for Children

Over the course of 22 years, Mariatta Sbrocda has worked side by
side with over 500 child care, preschool ond kindergarten teachers,
helping them to improve their proctice ond provide o positive ond
engoging experience for oll the dhldren in their care. She leods by
exomple, ond specks so that others con heor her, not though
shouting but through understunding. With the goal of wreating o
“lovful ond purposefd environment,” Mariett Sbrocda brings
endless patience, o wealth of knowledge, ond o deep respedt for
teachers, children, ond fomilies from every cultre to her work,
thereby transforming the landscope of eorly childhood theoughout
Combridge “one child, one teacher, ond one dossroom ot o fime.”

Sidney Storey

SCALE, EL/Givics Teacher, Somerville

Calling ol feachers, organizers, ond politicians: how do you engage
people in their community? How da you do the hord work of divic

involvement in 0 democracy? Hf you're Sidney Stocey, you write
your own responsive, porticipatory curriculum that “engoges odult
ESL students in the progress of their community.” Over the last &
yeors, Storey's students of SCALE in Somenville, who past o higher
thon overoge retention rotes in their dosses, have mode
pesantations o state senators; collected coots for the homeless;
wregted o multdingual video on occess to heolthears; ond
odvocated for curriculum chonges of their own school. By choasing
what matters fo them, and leaming how to toke action, these
students ore changing not only themselves but olso the systems
and communities oround them. “Sidney Storey is o model,” says
onz educotional consultont, “not just for teachars in Massochusetts,
but for teachers ofl over the country.”

Linda Saris

North Shore Community Action Progroms

Director, Salem Cyberspace, Salem

You wont to work for 0 women like linda Saris. Described os o
*stickler for outcomes,” ond dedicoted fa innovation, Saris is o master
of supporting, nurtueing, ond mentoring her stoff o5 wel os her
students, reminding them not to “foor fadure, only the inobiity to
lean from it.” Saris founded Salem CyberSpace only 8 years ogo,
ofter leaving her high level position in o highttech software compony;
since then, she has roised over S1 milion ond provided iteracy ond
technology programs to over 1,200 lowdncome odults ond youth,
induding o very underserved teen Englsh longuoge leomer
population. “Everyone,” says Sanis, *is entitled to be seff-sufficient.
We must level the playing fisld by offedng o sofe ond supportive
leaming emvironment open ta of students.” Woring dosely with the
schools ond regional poriness, Linda Saris & lowering the obstodes
ond raising the bar, paving the woy for success.

Kathleen Pastore

Charlton Elementary School

Reoding Spedalist, Charlton

Although many people believe in the idea of elang leaming, few of
them tun theory into procfice ke Kathleen Postore. Constontly
seeking out professional development opportunities for herself and
others, Postore’s infectious enthusiasm encouroges everyone fo
become o true student. As the reading spedilist ond “literacy
theerdzoder” of Charlton Hementory School in Dudley, MA, ond o
odiunct professor of Anna Maria College, Pastore hos actual students
under het wing every doy. But she also reaches out to collieagues and

parents, fodiituting training workshops for staff ond organizing Fomdy
Literocy Nights that bring 150 eoger porents ond children fo her
school on Fidoy evenings. A seminalist for the 2007
Massochusetrs Teacher of the Yeor oward, Kothlesn Pastore hos
token her “passion for great stories” one step further, ot just teling
them but writing on incredible one of her own

Marsha Gaudette

Top Floor Learning Inc.

Director, Adult Literacy Progroms, Palmer

Top Floor Leaming, Inc. is bocoted in Polmer, Massochusetts,
which Marsha Goudette describes fondly os o "small ittle town.”
But it is towns like these thot produce leoders ke Marsh, who
ore warm, caring, ond dzeply tied to the needs of the community.
As Director of Adult Literacy Services, Gaudette oversees bath the
GED ond ESL aspects of the progrom, while olso feaching, troining,
mentoring, ond developing partnerships that enhance the regional
provision of services. While keeping one eye on the big picture,
Goudette manages to keep sight os well of the detoils that mke
o progrom successful.  As one volunteer notes, “most of the
groups she leads indude food from her own kitchen, presented
with wormth ond groce.” “Her opproach,” says the Chairman of
the Board, “is uncommonly thorough, positive ond personal” —
just what you'd expect from o woman making o big difference in
her small, litle town.

Kathleen Hughes

Little Sprouts Child Enrichment Center

Early Reoding First Coach, Methuen

“I hove the pleasurs,” says Kathleen oghes, *cf working with 3 10
5 year olds daiky, ond my god is 1o have ol of them reody fo leam
when they reoch kindergarten.” A former teacher ond lteracy cooch
for Heod Sturt in Lowrence, MA, Hughes is cumently on farly Readng
First Coach for the Littla Sprouts Child Enrichment Centers, which has
10 centers throughout Norhem Mossochusetts, Motvated by o
commitment to early chiddhood, on understunding of the science of
beain development research, ond her own challenges in leaming bow
o reod, she & o strong odvocote of Universal Predindergarten ond
has developed o special &-part early Eteracy roining fo shore with her
stuff, os well os those in other communities. “Under Kothleen's
leodershp,* soys her coleogue, “teachers hove fourished * Ao
when teachers flourish, children do os wel, moving everdoser fo the
ultimote readiness goal.



