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New Tutors

We are delighted to
welcome 13 new tutors
into the Adult Literacy
program. An ESL tutor
training was held in
September and Octo-
ber, 2007, and the
graduates are:

Lee Guarda
Renee Jurgensen
Nancy Kida
Donna Kimball
Ellen Leritz
Regina Lopez
Jo Ann Martin
Ann Mastalerz
Janet McCarthy
Katie O'Brien
Erin Russo
Donna Skowyra

Gretchen Ziemba

WELCOME!

FAREWELL

to Hal and Elizabeth
Niergarth, who are leav-
ing Palmer to live in
northern Vermont, close
to the Canadian border.

Thanks to Hal and
Elizabeth for present-
ing the IDIOM inservice
held in October, 2007,
and for hosting Talk
Times, as well as for
tutoring individual ESL
students.

Keeping In Touch

If you were involved with Literacy Vol-
unteers of Quaboag Valley, you may re-
member the quarterly newsletter that kept
you informed of events at the Learning
Center. Since LVQV evolved into Top
Floor Learning in 2004, we have produced
an Annual Review following our fiscal year
end, but no newsletter - as yet - to keep
you up to date with what we are doing.

This is the inaugural TFL newsletter
you hold in your hands, or are reading on
your screen. We plan to produce six is-
sues a year, every other month. The

newsletter can also be a forum for discussion;
let us know your thoughts about improve-
ments we could make to our programs and
operations, professional development work-
shops you would like to attend, what you
need to know about TFL, or any other topic
you think merits discussion.

We hope you enjoy this short newsletter.
And thank you, as always, for your support.

Margaret Boyko, CEO; Marsha Gaudette,
Director of Adult Literacy, Lisa Remillard, Di-
rector of Lifelong Learning
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15 and 22,
2007. The
Overview was attended by 15 people, in-
cluding tutors from TFL, tutors from Read
Write Now in Springfield, and teachers
from the Palmer school system.

The Wilson methodology is rigorous,
well supported by academic studies, and is
considered by many reading teachers to be
one of the most effective systems, based
on phonics, that can help children and
adults learn to read. For those who would
like to be trained as a Wilson teacher, the
Overview fulfills the prerequisite require-
ments. Teachers in the public schools also
earn PDPs by attending.

Wilson Reading System Overview: September 2007

This Overview was a hands-on workshop
designed to show tutors how to help strug-
gling readers. Several tutors in the TFL adult
literacy program already use the WRS, and
find its multi-sensory aEproach very useful. It
can also be used with ESL students to help
with pronunciation and recognizing patterns
in English. Wilson methods can be incorpo-
rated in most lesson plans.

There is a great need for more tutors and
teachers who are trained in the WRS, and we
have applied for a grant to be able to offer
this Overview again in 2008. If you would
like to know more about this teaching ap-
proach, please contact Marsha Gaudette at
413 283 2329 ’
for more infor-
mation. TFL
has several
sets of WRS
materials
available for
tutors. Marsha |
is always '
available to
provide sup-
port and ad-
vice for tutors.

Wilfred Bell using the WRS with his
tutor, Marsha Gaudette

DONATIONS

Verizon Foundation donated $9,000 for the GED program.

Country Bank donated $2,500 for the Financial Literacy Program

BJ’'s Charitable Foundation donated $6,336 for the Wilson Reading Overview






